O pU0og Siekdiknong tng ApBpakiag

Kpuppévn katw ano tn cuyxpovn no6An tn¢ Aptacg Ppioketal Oappévn n AgBpakia
«noéALg eAAnvic» katd tov Weudo-ZkUAaka, nou 1dpubnke ané KopivBloug anoikoug to
teAeutalo tétapto Tou 7°Y al. n.X. Kal EgeAAe va avadeixBel otnv Loxupodtepn NOAN-

KpAatog tn¢ apxaiag Hneipou.

O puboc¢

'Htav npwv ané 2.500 xpdvia nepinou, otn yn tTwv Apudnwv otnv ‘Hnelpo, étav o
AnéAAwvac, n Aptepn Kat o HpakAng, @lhovikoUoay yla tnv katoxn tng AuBpakiac.
KpttAc otnv évtovn @lAovikia twv Beottwy opiotnke o KpayaAéag, £vag tonikog

ApPwWac yvwotocg yia tn oluveon Kat tnv eubukploia tou.

s O tpelg Osdtntec eppaviotnkav pnpoota

Tou, evw o KpayaAéac £Booke To Konddt tou
KOVTda ota Aoutpd tou HpakAn Kat Tou
{ATtnoav va akoUoE&l Ta ENIXELPAPATd Toug Kat
va ano@aocioel ekeivog o€ notov and toug

Tpelc Ba avike n ApBpakia.

O AnéM\wvac loxupiotnke 6tL n AuBpakia
Tou avike! O ylog tou, o MeAavéag, fAtav
Bao\lag twv Apudnwv Kal ixe yia Ko6pn nou
ovopadlétav AuBpakia, and tnv onoia nipe
10 6vopa tnE n NoAN. O (dloc o AndAAwvac
eixe eniong dei€el peyaAn elvola otnv néAn
anévavtl ot enB€oelc Twv HNEpwTwy Kal
BonBnoe toug ApBpakiwteg va anarAayouv
: and tov tupavvo Parako. TENOC, xdpn otoug

KpayaAéag | Cragaleus Xxpnopouc tou o MNopyadc, yiog tou Kuwélou,

Franz Xaver Stober, 1837
Tupdvvou tng KopivBou, 0drynoe toug

KopivBioug otnv neploxr autr nou 1dpubnke n AuPBpakia. O AndéAAwvag, e€aiAovu,
Atav ekeivog nou navta e€ac@dAile tnv taén, tov vopyo kat tn dikatoosuvn, yla ta

onota n néAn tov Adtpeue w¢ AndAAwva MNublo Zwtnpa Zwrthpa).



H Aptepn woxupiotnke 6t 6tav o Paiaikoc KuPBepvoloe w¢ TUpavvog otnv noAn,
Kaveic dev pnopoUoe va tov anopgakpuvel Adyw tou poéBou nou npokalouoe. ‘Htav
OPJWC €KEIVN NOU NpoKAAeoe TNV e€6VTIWOT) Tou, 0tav Pia Jépa nou o tTUpavvoc eixe
NAst yla KuvnyL, N AptePn EPAvice unpootd tou éva Alovtapdkl. Tn oTiydn nou
ekeivo¢ npoonddnoe va ndpel To Alovtapdakl otnv aykaAtld tou, n untépa tou énece
Nnavw Tou Kal Tou £oKloe o otboc. 'Ektote ol AuBpakiwteg ékavayv eEIAACTHPLEC
npoo@opég otn Bed wg Aptepn Hyepodva kat £otnoav otnv néAn pia €lkéva tng wg
Aptepun Aypotépa (Kuvnyod).

O HpakAi¢g pe tn oelpd tou SAAwoe 6t n ApBpakia kat oAdkAnpn n ‘HNEpog tou
avikav. YnevOupioe 6tL Atav autdg nou anwBnoe toug KEATEC, Toug XAoVEC, TOUG
Oeonpwtolg kat 6Aouc touc Hnelpwteg 6tav npoonddnoav va kAéwouv ta {wa tou
pudvn nou (oUoe otnv neploxn yupw anod tnv AuBpakia. EntnAéov, eneorpave 0Tt ol

KopivBiol nou ApBav otnv neploxn yia va idpuoouv tnv ApBpakia eivalt andéyovoi tou.

A@oU akouoe ta enixelpnuata toug, o Kpayadileag ano@doioe unép tou HpakAn. 1o
akouaopa tng anoé@aong, opylopgévog o AndAAwvag PETETPeWE Tov Atuxo Bookd o€
nétpa oto onueio nou otekdtav! ‘Ektote, ol AgBpakiwteg npoocépepav Buaieg otov
AnéAwva Zwtnpa, Bewpoloav dpwg 6tL N NOAN Toug avikel otov HpakAn. Ztov

KpayaAéa npooéqepav eniong Buaieg evtdopwv.
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O anoAilBwpévog KpayaAéac | The petrified Kragaleus
[Les Métamorphoses d'Ovide, Paris 1698]



THE DIVINE PATRON OF THE CITY

Hidden underneath the modern city of Arta (Epirus, Greece) lies Ambracia, a “greek
polis” (city-state) according to writer Pseudo-Skylax, that was founded by Corinthian

colonists in the last quarter of 7th c. BC.

The myth

It was one day, more than 2.500 ago, in the land of Dryopis in Epirus, when Apollo,
Artemis and Heracles were quarrelling over the patronage of Ambracia. And it was
Cragaleus, a shepherd renowned for his wisdom and sense of justice, who would
resolve their dispute. The three deities appeared before him while he was herding his
flocks near the Baths of Hercules and asked him to decide which of the three

deserved to become the patron of the city.

Apollo claimed that Ambracia belonged to him! His son Melaneus was the king of
Dryopis and had a daughter called Ambracia, after whom the citywas named.Apollo
himself had also shown great favour to this city against attacks of the Epirotes and
helped Ambracians arose against the tyrant Phalaecus. Finally, it was because of his
oracles that Gorgus, son of Cypselus the tyrant of Corinth, led a settlement of
colonists from Corinth to found Ambracia. On the whole, Apollosecured order, law

and justice, for which the city worshipped him as Apollo Pythius Soter (Saviour).

Artemis alleged that she had acquired Ambracia with its consent. When Phalaecus had
ruled as tyrant over the city, no one could kill him because of their fear of him. But it
was she who helped the city eliminate him: one day when Phalaecus had gone hunting
Artemis made a lion cub appear before him. The moment he took the little lion into
his arms, its mother fell on him and ripped open his chest. Ever since Ambracians
made expiatory offerings to the goddess as Artemis Hgemoni (the Leader) and set up

an image of her as a Huntress.

Heracles in his turn stated that Ambracia and the whole of Epirus belonged to him. He
recalled that it was him who pushed away Celts, Chaonians, Thesprotians and all the
Epirotes when they tried to steal the cattle of Geryon that lived in the region of
Ambracia. Moreover, he pointed out that the Corinthians who came to the region to

found Ambracia are his descendants.



After hearing each god’s arguments, Cragaleus decided in favor of Heracles.Enraged
Apollo turned the shepherd into stone in the spot! Ever since, the Ambracians made
sacrifices to Apollo Soter (the Savior), but consider that their city belongs to Heracles.

They also offered to Cragaleus sacrifices of insects.



